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Another criticism of the death penalty is that innocent individuals have 
been sentenced to death. It has been reported that, since 1973, 140 indi-
viduals who had been sentenced to death were exonerated and freed from 
death row.71 Supporters of the death penalty point out that the fact that 
these offenders were exonerated reflects the belief that the system worked. 
Opponents counter that some innocent individuals have been executed. 
Supporters of the death penalty suggest that more innocent individuals 
are protected by sentencing murderers to death than are wrongfully exe-
cuted, and they add that those rare wrongful executions are unfortunate 
consequences of our justice process. In the words of one author team that 
supports the death penalty, “If the poor fellow had a fair trial and was 


